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Creative Images Institute of Cosmetology 
 
Policy for Combating the Unauthorized Distribution of Copyrighted Material by Users of 
Creative Images’ Network: 
As required by the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008, Creative Images Institute of Cosmetology has 
developed a plan to effectively combat the unauthorized use and distribution of copyrighted material, including peer-
to-peer file sharing.  
 
Computers utilized by Creative Images students and staff are periodically monitored for sites visited and content of 
downloads to ensure that no one is engaging in illegal downloading or unauthorized use or distribution of copyrighted 
material, including peer-to-peer file sharing.  We also have restricted access to our network server, with no students 
allowed access, other than to the internet.  Students must obtain access to school computers directly from their 
educator.   
 
Creative Images will accept and respond to all Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) notices received, investigate 
all complaints made by copyright owners, and implement disciplinary procedures for those to have been found 
engaging in any illegal downloading or unauthorized use or distribution of copyrighted material or peer-to-peer file 
sharing. 
 
If a student or staff member is determined to have engaged in any illegal downloading or unauthorized use or 
distribution of copyrighted material, including peer-to-peer file sharing, he or she may be subject to disciplinary 
action, as well as civil and criminal liabilities.  Disciplinary action for students may include loss of access to school 
computers, suspension, and/or expulsion.  Disciplinary action for staff members may include a formal write-up, 
probation, and/or termination of employment. 
 
Summary of Civil and Criminal Penalties for Violation of Federal Copyright Laws: 
Copyright infringement is the act of exercising, without permission or legal authority, one or more of the exclusive 
rights granted to the copyright owner under section 106 of the Copyright Act (Title 17 of the United States Code).  
These rights include the right to reproduce or distribute a copyrighted work.  In the file-sharing context, downloading 
or uploading substantial parts of a copyrighted work without authority constitutes an infringement.  Penalties for 
copyright infringement include civil and criminal penalties.  In general, anyone found liable for civil copyright 
infringement may be ordered to pay either actual damages or “statutory” damages affixed at not less than $750 and 
not more than $30,000 per work infringed.  For “willful” infringement, a court may award up to $150,000 per work 
infringed.  A court can, in its discretion, also assess costs and attorneys’ fees.  For details, see Title 17, United States 
Code, Sections 504, 505. 
Willful copyright infringement can also result in criminal penalties, including imprisonment of up to five years and 
fines of up to $250,000 per offense.  For more information, please see the Web site of the U. 
S. Copyright Office at www.copyright.gov, especially their FAQ’s at www.copyright.gov/help/faq.  
 
Policy Review and Access: 
This policy is reviewed periodically (at least annually) for effectiveness and updated legal alternatives for downloading 
or otherwise acquiring copyrighted material; and is made available to prospective/enrolled students via our school 
website. 
 
Legal Downloading Alternatives: 
The following website provides links to legal alternatives for downloading music, video, books, and other media:   
http://www.educause.edu/legalcontent 
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